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Flatting occurs when: 

1. pitch errors occur. 

2. the voice is unsupported. 

3. cadences are allowed to droop (because of psychological relaxation) 

4. upward leaps are too small (or are preceded by a scoop) 

5. downward leaps are too large 

Sharping occurs when: 

1. pitch errors occur. 

2. excitement creates an abundance of nervous energy. 

If you are a trained/mature singer, then flatting/sharping occurs principally when you sing the 
wrong notes.  In effect, guessing at the pitches and singing them inaccurately creates harmonic 
instability as the errors accumulate.  The solution is to study your part–one note, one interval, 
one phrase at a time–starting with the correct pitch and verifying the pitch at the end.  Using 
this process, you will be able to isolate your mistakes and make corrections.  

Employing mixed formation provides a solution which usually helps improve intonation, but if I 
do not detect gradual flatting/sharping of the chorus, I appreciate Section Leaders help in 
alerting me to the problem.   

I am reminded that great choral singing is not achieved by relying solely on the skills of the 
conductor–no matter the level of training and experience–and that each singer’s skills must be 
called forth to produce solutions to a myriad of problems.  This is especially true in a chamber 
ensemble where collaboration of highly trained musicians is critically important and that relying 
solely on the conductor can be a mistake. 
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